
 
 

 
 

 

NEW TIME !!!  WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11th 
AFTERNOON,  4:00 PM – 6:00 PM 
MILPITAS LIBRARY ROOM 136 

160 N. MAIN STREET, MILPITAS 

 
The Presentation 
RUTH BERNHARD: AMERICAN MASTER 
PHOTOGRAPHER AND TEACHER 
PART 2 
This month is the conclusion of the presentation we 

started at our March meeting about the renowned 
German-born American female photographer Ruth 
Bernhard (1905-2006). Distinguished by exquisite 
use of light, her photographs are internationally 
recognized and acclaimed by her peers. Prestigious 
museums and universities have both collected and 
exhibited her work. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Our Presenter 
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Robert Burrill is a passionate 
photographer who is a long-
time member of the Milpitas 
Historical Society and is the 
Samuel Ayer High School 
teacher/creator of the 1976 
classic horror film, “The 
Milpitas Monster.” Robert also 
is the author of two Arcadia 
Press Books: Milpitas and Alviso. 
 



 
 
 

 
 

There have been a handful of famous telephone numbers in history and popular culture: for 
example, PENNSYLVANIA 6-5000, the main number for the Hotel Pennsylvania in New York 
City, was made famous through a 1940 song of the same name by Glenn Miller and his 
Orchestra.  
   
In the earlier days of telephony, phone numbers usually started with an exchange name rather 
than numbers, and these names could also be translated into numbers by dialing the 
corresponding first two letters of the exchange name. In this case, the first two letters (PE) 
correspond to the digits “73”, so we would know PEnnsylvania 6-5000 as 736-5000 today.   
 
One amazing fact about this particular number is that it was assigned to the hotel in 1930 and is 
still an active number for Hotel Pennsylvania 95 years later! Even though the hotel itself has 
been gone for five years now, you can still call (212) 736-5000 and hear a message from Hotel 
Pennsylvania’s former management company! 
 
In more recent years (1981), closer to home, San Francisco band Tommy Tutone had a world-
wide hit with a new song called 867-5309/Jenny. The unfortunate people who had that number, 
repeating all over the U.S. and Canada through the various area codes, all had to change their 
phone numbers after being inundated with prank phone calls! 
 
Milpitas has its own legendary phone number - AMherst 2-1776. This number not only helped 
save our city from being annexed into San Jose, it also gave us our mascot and city seal! 
 
When the Ford Motor Corporation decided to move its Richmond plant to the small unincor-

porated township of Milpitas, San 
Jose’s City Manager, A.P. “Dutch” 
Hamann, was ready to pounce 
and swallow up the little 
township and make it a part of 
San Jose. Up to that time, the taxes 
generated by a small number of 
farmers, bar and store owners, as 
well as a handful of other small-
town businesses were not of 
interest to San Jose, but a major 
automobile manufacturing plant? 
Yes, please!  
 

As “Dutch” rubbed his hands 
together in anticipation of an easy 
takeover, the San Jose City Council-
members balked at the cost of 
running sewer and water lines as 
well as other services over to

  

TRIPPING THROUGH TIME 
A Telephone Number? One of the Society’s Prized Artifacts! 
 



Milpitas. This bought some time for the citizens of our township (along with encouragement and help 
from Western Pacific and the Ford Corporation), to start the process of incorporating a new and 
independent City of Milpitas, becoming official on January 26, 1954.   
 
With incorporation as well as new prosperity from the Ford Plant and other supporting businesses 
springing up, Milpitas started growing its own infrastructure - including getting its own telephone 
switching center from the Pacific Bell Telephone & Telegraph Company. No longer beholden to San 
Jose using the “borrowed” exchange prefix of “CYpress 5” (295), we now had our very own telephone 
identity of “AMherst 2” (262)! 
 
Everyone in Milpitas had their home and business numbers change all at once as the new central office 
flipped the switch at 11 P.M. on November 3, 1956. One of those who received their new number that 
day was Denny Weisgerber, an insurance salesman and veteran of the recent war in Korea. His Casper 
Street home was randomly assigned the new number of “AMherst 2-1776”, which must have pleased 
him immensely being the patriotic man he was.   
 
After a few more years of growth and prosperity, Dutch Hamann came up with a new plan in mid-1960 
- convince Milpitans to want to join San Jose with promises of lower taxes and more services. He even 
had an office opened up on Main Street - in the heart of Milpitas - from which his staff could infiltrate 
the good people of the young city.    
 
A group of prominent citizens co-led by 
Denny Weisgerber (who would later 
become a city councilmember as well as 
serve three terms as mayor) decided to 
form a  counter-campaign called 
“Citizens for Milpitas”, and his 1776 
phone number had just the right “ring” 
to it to be the call center for this fight! 
Milpitas Post editor Mort Levine then 
suggested that the group be called “The 
Minutemen” as the pieces fell together:   
 
CALL AMherst 2-1776 to keep Milpitas 
Independent!  
 
On January 23, 1961, citizens of Milpitas 
voted overwhelmingly to keep the city 
independent, and the rest, they say, is 
history 
 
Denny Weisgerber passed away in 2019, 
and his historic phone number was 
eventually disconnected as well. Later, 
the Milpitas Historical Society was able 
to reclaim it as its own historical artifact, 
and you can call that number today and 
be greeted with a recorded message - 
and leave your own if you like! In fact, 
you are also welcome (and encouraged) 
to call in response to the poll included in this newsletter! 
 

Written by Bill Hare, Society President and docent. June 2025. 
 

Denny Weisgerber with the Milpitas Minuteman 



At Almost 104, Marie Kaiser Passes Away 

 
 
 
 
A FREE Society Membership Benefit 
The Society continues to offer its commemora-
tive floaty pen for free to all of its active mem-
bers. To receive it we invite you to come to one 
of our monthly meetings to pick it up and also 
hear a great historical presentation.   

We hope to see you soon. 

 
 

Last Call for Renewal of Society Dues 
It’s still that time of year. If your copy of 
the newsletter does NOT have a renewal 
form, this is confirmation that we have 
received your dues.  
Thank you! 
 

 

 

 
 

Hare Our Society’s Contact Information  
You can contact the Milpitas Historical Society:  
 - by mail at 160 N. Main St., Milpitas CA 95035 
 - by email at  tmhs@milpitashistoricalsociety.org  
 - our website:  http://milpitashistoricalsociety.org 
 - by land-line at  1-408-262-1776 (Bill) 

 


